SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in Turkey
(Bilkent University)
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

According to the Bologna Declaration, higher education in Turkey is three-tier, with the respective educational degrees being "Bachelor", "Master" and "Doctor". The doctoral degree (PhD) is both educational and scientific. All Universities in Turkey must abide by the rules of Higher Education Council (YOK) of Turkey (http://www.yok.gov.tr/english/index_en.htm). The graduate programs (MSc and PhD) are governed by the Regulations on Graduate Education (http://www.yok.gov.tr/english/gradreg.html) of YOK.
SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

Higher Education Council (YOK) of Turkey has delegated the PhD bureaucracy and control to the individual universities. Considering that each University establishes its own doctoral program there is not a specific classification of scientific specialities in computing.

ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

Institutes in University or Technology Institutes has the right to accept doctoral students for training in specific scientific specialties. This right is granted by the Higher Education Council. In order to apply for a doctorate program in Computer Engineering, candidates must hold a master’s degree, after having completed a program comprising a minimum of ten semesters, excluding preparatory classes. Students are admitted to doctorate programs taking into account their achievement at the undergraduate and master’s level. Regulations passed by the senate of each university will stipulate: the manner in which scores on subject-specific entrance examinations and on the Graduate Education Entrance Examination (LES) centrally administered by the Student Selection and Placement Center (ÖSYM) as well as grades obtained in undergraduate and master’s programs will be evaluated; whether a foreign language examination will be required, and, if so, the required level of foreign language proficiency. In the overall evaluation of candidates, scores on the Graduate Education Entrance Examination (LES) will be allotted a minimum weight of 20 %. Provisions concerning the admission to doctorate programs of students who have obtained master’s degree from a non-thesis master’s program will be determined by the senate of each university.
TRAINING:

Doctorate programs consist of a minimum of seven courses, for a minimum of 21 credits, a qualifying examination, a dissertation proposal, and a dissertation. Graduate courses may also be chosen from those offered at other institutions of higher education upon the recommendation of the department concerned, and the approval of the Graduate School Administrative Board. Doctorate programs may also be designed in a manner which integrates components in Turkey and abroad. The procedures governing such programs will be enacted by the Council of Higher Education upon the proposal of the individual universities or higher institutes of technology and the approval of the Board for the Training of Academic Staff and Researchers.
The period allotted for the completion of such programs is eight semesters. The regulations enacted by the senate of each institution will specify the procedures to be followed in the case of students who can graduate in a shorter period of time.

Students who enrol the doctoral program are assigned a Dissertation Supervisor. A dissertation supervisor must hold the minimum rank of assistant professor. The dissertation supervisor must be appointed by the beginning of the third semester, at the latest. When the nature of the dissertation topic requires more than one supervisor, a joint-supervisor may be appointed. A joint-supervisor must hold a doctoral degree.
Doctoral students are required to pass the PhD Qualifying examination in the first three semesters after their enrolment to the program. The aim of this examination is to determine whether the student has in-depth knowledge of fundamental concepts and of concepts related to his study for the doctorate. This examination is held twice a year. 

The doctorate qualifying examination consists of two parts: written and oral. The Doctorate Qualifying Committee will determine by absolute majority whether a candidate has passed or failed the examination, taking into account the findings of the examining committee and candidate’s performance on the written and oral sections of the examination. Within three days after the examination, the decision is submitted by the department concerned to the Graduate School in written form.

Within one month of passing the qualifying examination, a Dissertation Supervision Committee is appointed for each doctorate student. Such committees consist of three members holding the minimum rank of assistant professor. In addition to the dissertation supervisor, one member is appointed from the department concerned and one from a different department.
The work of doctoral students is financed mainly by the Institute’s own funds. Funding is also provided by the Scientific and Technical Research Council of Turkey.
DEFENCE:

Within six months of having passed the doctorate qualifying examination, the student will orally defend a dissertation proposal before the Dissertation Supervision Committee. The proposal, to be distributed in written form to the committee members, at least fifteen days prior to the oral defence, will specify the aim, method, and plan of research to be conducted.

Dissertation Supervision Committees for students whose dissertation proposal has been accepted meet twice a year: once between the months of January and June, and once between the months of July and December. At least one month prior to each meeting, the student submits a written report to the committee members summarizing the work so far completed and containing a plan for the work to be completed in the year ahead. The committee decides whether the work completed has been satisfactory or unsatisfactory. 

Students enrolled in a doctorate program are required to submit their dissertation in the format specified by the university senate and defend the dissertation orally before an examining committee. Members of the examining committee are appointed by the Graduate School Administrative Board upon the recommendation of the department concerned. The committee consists of five members, three of which are the members of the student’s dissertation supervision committee, and at least one of which will be a staff member of a different university, holding a minimum rank of assistant professor. The student defends the dissertation, one month after it has been submitted to the committee members, at the latest. The dissertation defence consists of an oral presentation followed by a question-and-answer period.
Following the dissertation defence, the examining committee decides by absolute majority whether to accept, reject, or require revision of the dissertation. Within three days after the dissertation defence, the decision is to be submitted by the department concerned to the Graduate School, in written form. A student whose dissertation is rejected by the examining committee will be dismissed from the institution. If the committee has required the student to revise the dissertation, the student, having made the necessary changes, will defend the thesis again, before the same committee, within six months at the latest. If the committee does not accept the dissertation after the second defence, the student will be dismissed from the institution.
A student who has passed the dissertation defence, met all other requirements, and submitted at least three bound copies of the dissertation to the Graduate School within one month is granted the doctorate degree, on condition that the Graduate School determines that the thesis is acceptable in terms of format.
