SYSTEM OF TEACHING PhD STUDENTS IN 

SPAIN
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

Higher education in Spain is four-tier, with the respective educational degrees known as  “Graduated”, "Bachelor" (or “Architect” or “Engineer” equivalent degrees), "Master" and "Doctor".

SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

In the area of Computer Science there is a classification of scientific specialities for Graduated Degree:
	Scientific speciality

	Administration

	Systems


However, there is no official speciality in Bachelor (Engineer) and M.Sc degrees in Computer Science within which doctoral students can study.
Each Department may develop its own or interdepartmental doctorate programs with specific or general scientific specialities as long as the corresponding University authorizes it. The National Agency for Assessment and Accreditation makes each year a public selection of doctorate programs of quality. 
The doctoral thesis should consist on an original work of research on a subject related with one of  the scientific knowledge fields corresponding to the speciality of the doctorate program.
ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

For obtaining Ph degree it is necessary to be in possession of title of Bachelor, Architect, Engineer or equivalent degree. Every university, through its departments, has the right to accept doctoral students for training in specific scientific specialities. Applicants need to have assigned a tutor, necessarily Doctor and member of the Department that coordinates the doctorate program, who takes the responsibility of orienting in their studies and research works. 
The Department responsible for the program should publish the admission conditions to the program, to the courses, and/or to the specific research lines, pointing out if specific requirements exist in some case. 

The students that want to be admitted in a doctorate program have to present in the department an application of admission and of tutor's appointment, a photocopy of  his/her identification card or passport, and photocopies of his/her academic Degree, and vital Curriculum. 
It is convenient that students having a Bachelor or equivalent degree obtained in a foreign University or Higher Education Center,  who want to study PhD studies in Spain, have their foreign degrees homologated to the corresponding Spanish degree. If the homologation is not fulfilled, they can follow the doctoral studies in Spain, but the obtained Ph Degree will have a different consideration. 

The beginning of the procedure of admission for foreign students is made in the General Registration of the University by presenting the access application to the doctorate program, accompanied by the certified photocopies of the official degree issued by the foreign University or higher education Center, and of the official academic certification of the studies carried out by the applicant where both the duration in academic years and the studied subjects must be specified. Furthermore, all the previous documents must go accompanied by their corresponding official translation to Spanish.  Once positively concluded this initial procedure, the student must request the admission in the department in a doctorate program related with his/her university curriculum.

 

TRAINING:
The PhD studies start with working up an individual plan of the PhD student, presented by his/her tutor at a department meeting and approved by the Department Council.

Doctorate programs are divided in two periods. During the first year of study, doctoral students receive fundamental training through different courses. To this end they are expected to attend classes in disciplines from the core curriculum. The second period is a guided period of research when the obtained results are published in scientific journals. So, doctorate programs last, at least, two years and has as purpose the students’ specialization in a scientific, technician or artistic field, as well as their formation in research techniques. 
Before the defence of the doctoral thesis, the doctorate student has to obtain a minimum number of credits in the program. The end of the second period requires the presentation and approval of research work. Once overcome both periods, an evaluation of the knowledge acquired in the different courses and in the guided period of research is carried out in a public exhibition in front of a unique Board of Judges for each program. If passed this exam, the student receives a degree equivalent to Master.
DEFENCE:

The defence of the completed dissertation goes through two phases - preliminary (internal) and final (public).

The doctorate student should present, before finishing the doctorate program, a project of doctoral thesis endorsed by the Director of the thesis. The Department decides on the admission of this project. For the defence of the doctoral thesis, it is necessary both that the Director authorizes its presentation, and that the department responsible for the program agrees. 
The Board of Judges in charge of judging the doctoral thesis is designated by the Doctorate Commission of the University, among ten specialists in the subject of the thesis. It is constituted by five regular members that must be Doctors linked to Universities or Higher Education or Research Organisms. One month before the defence, doctoral students must send to the members of the Boards of Judges, both their vital curricula and the doctoral thesis. 

The members of the Board of Judges should send to the Doctorate Commission individual and reasoned reports where the thesis is valued and is approved or not. From these reports, the Doctorate Commission determines whether it proceeds or not the public defence. The act of defence takes place in a public session where the student shows the preparatory work, content and conclusions of the thesis, making special mention of the original contributions and scientific publications. The members of the Board of Judges express their opinion on the presented thesis and formulate questions. Once finished the defence of the thesis, the Board of Judges publishes the qualification of "not pass"," pass"," notable" or" excellent", previous voting in secret session. 
