SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in Slovenia
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

Educational degrees in Computer Science in Slovenia are: “University or Professional Dipl. Ing. in Computer Science”, “Magister” and “Doctor”. The doctoral degree (PhD) is both educational and scientific.

Slovenia is in transition to the new university level educational system according to Bologna Declaration. At present the system is different to the one suggested by Bologna Declaration. Legislation changes are taking place at the moment to adopt all necessary changes, but all the details are not yet in place. 

Even though most of the structure of the new university level educational system, encompassing also the studies for doctoral degree, is known, the details of implementation are now yet known. Regarding this fact only the relevant information about the present system is available. Having in mind that this information will be obsolete in the near future, only the brief description of PhD studies in the field of Computer Science and Informatics is given here.

SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

There are two universities in Slovenia that cover the general topics in computer science and information technologies:

· University of Ljubljana  http://www.uni-lj.si/ 

· University of Maribor  http://www.uni-mb.si/ 

Content, degrees and accreditation

The curriculum for each course is defined by a scientific committee at each university.

Faculty of computer and information science (University of Ljubljana)

"Postgraduate" study programmes

Postgraduate programmes at the Faculty of Computer and Information Science consist of two years (four semesters) of course work. This can be followed by a "Magister" thesis leading to a "Magister" degree and subsequently by a Doctoral thesis leading to a Ph.D. degree in Computer and Information Science. Under special circumstances, the "Magister" thesis can be avoided and students can go straight to work on their Doctoral thesis. The faculty offers two postgraduate programmes:

    - Computer and Information science,

    - Information Systems and Decision Making.
Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science (University of Maribor)

"Postgraduate" study programmes

In 2002, "Magister" degree and doctoral studies were organised in combination with the undergraduate schemes. It was renewed with additional subjects. All the subjects were also grouped in two subsets: a smaller one contains majors according to different study options, while a bigger group comprises electives. Every student must select at least two majors belonging to his or her study option.

One graduate programme from Computer Sciences is currently being offered:

· Computer and Information Science

PhD research is carried out in research laboratories. Research teams consisting of doctoral students and graduate students for individual areas of research are commonly formed. Some research teams include participants from several laboratories. International contacts developed through the teams are especially important for doctoral students, because this is the only way for them to take part in the international transfer of knowledge and exchange research achievements. Some of doctoral students carry out part of their research abroad and even have co-mentors in other countries. 

ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

General conditions for enrolment in doctorate studies:

• completed "Magister" study in relevant subject (defined by the study

programme) ending in a "Magister" thesis or

• completed "Magister" study in a relevant subject and decision of the senate of

the member providing the study approving direct transfer to doctorate study

without a "Magister" (in accordance with the conditions set by the senate of

UL).
TRAINING:

Features of doctorate study - direct transfer to doctorate study:
• Candidates who have completed all prescribed requirements in "Magister" studies

except for a "Magister" thesis and who have achieved above-average results (high

exam marks, above-average research results published in recognised scientific

journals etc.), may be permitted by the member providing "Magister" studies to

produce a doctorate dissertation without a "Magister" thesis.

• If on completion of doctorate study the dissertation assessment committee

concludes that it does not meet the required level for a doctorate, the senate of

the member providing doctorate studies may decide to assess the dissertation as a

"Magister" thesis.
• During their doctorate studies, students independently prepare a doctorate

dissertation containing a complex presentation of research work. It must

represent a creative contribution to knowledge in the field. As the independent

result of research work of the candidate, it must clearly demonstrate that the

candidate has mastered the field of the topic of his/her dissertation and scientificresearch methods.
Candidates explain their doctorate dissertation in the form of a public defence

before a committee.
Those successfully defending their doctorate dissertations obtain the scientific title

of doctor of science under the law and the study programme.

DEFENCE:
Student gives the draft version of thesis to the committee of reviewers, which is appointed by university senate for every doctoral student and consist from supervisor, co-supervisor (if exists), two members from university and external reviewer. All reviewers must be habilitated university professors. 

When draft is approved, the student has a public defence in the presence of the committee of reviewers lead by dean of faculty. The PhD candidate gives a presentation of the thesis and afterwards answers questions from committee and public. After defence the committee writes evaluation and makes suggestion to senate of university for awarding the title of doctor to the candidate.

