SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in Romania
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

The doctoral degree is the superior education and research form, based on scientific research and on both national and international dissemination of ideas and results of original scientific research.

The persons entitled to participate are long-term higher education graduates with licence (bachelor) degree or an equivalent degree.

Starting with September 30, 2004, the organization of doctoral degrees is regulated by the Education and Research Ministry´s Order No. 4826 for the approval of the Evaluation System regarding the granting of the scientific title "doctor" and granting the doctoral distinction (see National Council for the Attestation of University Titles, Diplomas and Certificates - http://www.edu.ro/cnatdcu.htm )
SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

There is a classification of scientific specialities for scientific workers, within which doctoral students can study. In the area of Business Informatics they are:

· software engineering, simulation of business processes, interactive graphics, techniques of programming

· data compression and decompression and their integration in multimedia applications

· the digital economy, new programming techniques, modeling and optimization of economic activities

· information society, e-commerce, new form of working in the information society

· information systems, relational database technology

· Operating system components, UNIX

· Parallel processing, parallel algorithms, computer networks

· Distributed artificial intelligence, data mining, text mining

· Management of IT projects, knowledge management

· Design and development  of software applications based on solution space search methods

ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

Every scientific organization - University or Academy, through its branches, faculties or institutes - has the right to accept doctoral students for training in the approved fundamental domains of sciences and arts. This right is granted by the National Agency for Assessment and Accreditation

The Ministry of Education annually establishes, for all scientific organizations, a certain number of positions for doctoral students:  fulltime positions with a period of study 4 years and part-time, respectively 4 years scientific preparation +2  years for the elaboration of the thesis. Fulltime doctoral students are eligible for a grant, provided by the state. A coordinating professor may coordinate no more than 12 doctoral candidates and no more that 3 foreign candidates in the first phase (scientific preparation) for the part-time form, or in the 4 years of the full  time form. 

Admission taxes are charged by the organizing institution, in an amount of 2 000 000 ROL (approx. 50 EUR) for Romanian citizens, and 340$ for foreign students on own foreign currency account.
Within the scientific organization, doctoral student positions are allotted among its branches according to the status of their academic staff potential, the prospects of their scientific areas, etc.

Qualified lecturers from all faculties suggest theses for doctoral dissertations in the respective scientific specialities. Theses are discussed and submitted to the "Academic staff" office. This is followed by an open contest, publicised in the press and usually on the University's Web site. Applicants submit all required documents within a limited period. The Dean Council of each faculty assesses the application forms and decides on the applicants to be permitted to participate in the contest. Two doctoral entry exams are held as part of the contest - one in the area of the respective scientific speciality, the other in a foreign language: English, German, French, Russian, Spanish or Italian. The contest winners are enrolled for doctoral studies.

TRAINING:

The PhD studies start with working up an individual plan of the PhD student, presented by his/her tutor, discussed at a department meeting and approved by the Faculty Council.

The training is organized in three chapters (stages):

Chapter 1: Documentation stage in the speciality domain and related domains (through doctoral schools, post-graduate studies, master degrees, study of scientific literature.

Chapter 2: The graduation of 3 exams and defense of 3 written papers (referates), with a minimum of 3 months between their dates. PhD students with bachelor's degrees outside their fundamental scientific domain chosen for the PhD must graduate a 4th examination related to this domain.

Chapter 3. Preliminary research for the dissertation, which takes place through participation in research project teams, publication of articles in scientific magazines, presentation of papers at national and international symposia, collaborating at the elaboration of handbooks.

DEFENCE:

The defence of the completed dissertation goes through two phases - preliminary (internal) and final. The language of the defence can be Romanian or a foreign language.
The master thesis is submitted in written and electronic form 15 days before the defence date, at the library of the organizing institution.

The preliminary presentation is given before a scientific branch, appointed by order of the Rector, which includes at least 5 persons (out of which at least 2 come from other PhD organizing institutions), certified in the same or similar scientific specialities. If the branch decides by voting that the aims and objectives of the dissertation have been met by using scientific methods and means, then it is directed for final defence to a corresponding Specialised Scientific Council.
The defence itself takes place: the scientific supervisor presents the PhD student, the student presents his/her work,. At the end, the council decides by means of secret vote, whether to suggest that the student be awarded the "Doctor” degree. For supplemental distinction, the qualifyications summa cum laudae, magna cum laudae, or cum laudae may be used. After that the dissertation and the proceedings with the decision of the Council are sent to the respective Scientific Commission of the Higher Attestation Commission, the final decision is taken by the Presidium of the Attestation Commission. 

The successfully completed doctoral thesis are kept in the scientific organization which carried out the education. 

