SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in Portugal
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

At this stage Portuguese Higher Education is adapting to the Bologna Declaration. For the moment it looks like the educational degrees will be "Bachelor", "Master" and "Doctor". 
In Portugal, universities have a good level of authonomy, especially in scientific terms. So it is not possible to speak about a national system for teaching PhD Students. In the following I will describe computer science PhD system in Coimbra University. However, we are currently discussing deep changes to this model, so maybe this description will not be valid in some months.

SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

There is only a Informatics Engineering PhD, although it is possible to specialize in several subareas, depending on the students and tutors interests.

ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

To be accepted as a PhD student the candidate must hold a MSc level or a BSc. with high grades. It is mandatory to have a university tutor (a PhD Professor) and to have a workplan signed by the tutor and approved by the Faculty Scientific Committée. Normally a student starts by choosing an area and spreaking with a Professor from that area. If they can find common interests then the process can go on. There are no limits of number of PhD students by institution or by tutor.

TRAINING:

At this stage, PhD works are only scientific. This means there are no PhD classes. Students only have to make their research according to their approved plan and their tutors. This is likely to change, since we are considering the inclusion of some mandatory courses.
The PhD students are expected to publish their work, first localy and in later stages in top conferences or journals from their field.

The Fundation for Science and Technology, the government body that regulates over the scientific community, gives scholarships for PhD students. However the funding available is not enough for all and it may prove difficult to get such a support.

DEFENCE:

The defense is made before a scientific board that includes professors from our university and at least two professors from other universities (portuguese or foreign universities). These two professors ara normally appointed as main reviewers and are expected to put several questions to the student, questioning his/her work, methodology, conclusions and so on. At the end the members of the board meet and vote the final classification.

