SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in Norway
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

According to the Norwegian Declaration, higher education in Norway is three levels, that is "Bachelor", "Master" and "Doctor". NTNU's task is research and research based teaching. The research is connected to the doctoral education, where the doctoral students are the most important resource.
SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

There is a classification of scientific specialities for scientific workers, within which doctoral students can study. In the area of Computing they are:

	Code
	Scientific speciality

	DT100 
	Object oriented systems

	DT8101 
	Highly concurrent Algorithms

	DT8102
	Database management systems

	DT8103
	Distributed Database systems

	DT8104
	Logic for computer Science

	Dt8105
	Computer Architecture 2

	DT 8106
	Transaction Porcessing Systems

	DT8107
	Advanced cooperation systems

	DT8108
	Topics in information Technology

	DT8109
	Business Systems

	DT8110
	IS development

	DT8111
	Empirical software Engineering

	DT 8112
	Research topics in Health informatics

	DT 8113
	Simulation

	DT8000
	Integrated model-based and case-based reasoning

	DT8001
	Context-sensitive systems

	DT8002
	Advanced Topic in Human-computer interation

	DT8003
	Advanced Topics In IT and organization

	DT8004
	Adcvanced AI programming

	DT8005
	Hypermedia structures and systems

	DT8006
	Information and Knowledge management

	PK8104
	Advanced Computational Intelligence

	PK8107
	Knowledge discovery and data mining


ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

The application for admission is completed in cooperation with the proposed main supervisor.
- The main supervisor should hold a research position at NTNU. This may be as a professor, associate professor or adjunct professor. The main supervisor should have a doctoral degree or similar qualifications within the relevant field of study.

- The application should be posted to the department. The main supervisor and the department should give their assessment of the application before it is sent on to the faculty for further evaluation. 

- The faculty committee meets about once every month.

- The basis for admission is a Master's degree or similar education. It is necessary  to have obtained grade B or better during the last 2 years of study (corresponding to 120 credits).

- The nominal length of the PhD programme of study is 3 years. The maximum time of study is 6 years.

- The application form and other forms relating to admission are found here.

- The faculty has its own regulations regarding the project description, click here.

-  Information about PhD courses is found in the ECTS catalogue.

TRAINING:

Training programme in research
- The nominal length of the PhD programme is 3 years of full-time study. 

- The PhD training programme involves academic and methodological schooling and altogether amounts to 30 credits. 

- A minimum of 20 credits should be devoted to courses in the PhD degree programme. 

- The remaining 10 credits could be used for individual study, advanced-level master's courses or external PhD courses.  

- Courses such as information searching or scientific publishing are not approved by the faculty as components of the 30 credit minimum requirement.

- In order to pass a course it is necessary to obtain the grade B or better on the NTNU grading scale.

- Changes in the approved training plan are to be made in agreement with the main supervisor and sent to the faculty for approval. 

Examinations
Each doctoral candidate is responsible for registering for examinations in accordance with the approved education plan. The registration deadline for the autumn semester is 15 September and 15 February for the spring semester. Registration for the examinations is done at studweb.ntnu.no. If examinations are failed or there is an approved absence, candidates will be automatically registered for the examinations again. 
Progress report
PhD candidates should submit a progress report within 15 February every year. The main supervisor should also submit his/her own report by the same deadline. The form to be used for the progress report can be found here.
The reports are to be sent to the faculty office. 
Postponing the completion of the programme of study
In this case a documented application is to be formulated in agreement with the main supervisor and sent to the faculty. The application should contain a time schedule which shows that it is possible to complete the thesis within the period of postponement.
Leaves of absence
Leaves of absence are granted on the basis of documented applications. PhD candidates must apply for leaves of absence from both the studies and the position they hold in the department. 
DEFENCE:

Applying for thesis evaluation 
The application should be sent to the faculty via the department. This ought to take place at the latest 4 months prior to the public defence. One copy of the thesis should be included along with the application. As soon as the thesis has been printed, two copies are sent to the faculty office.  
Expert committee
- In order to evaluate the thesis and the public defence the faculty will appoint an expert committee of at least 3 members who have been recommended by the department/research groups. It should be evident from the composition of the committee how its members together cover the area specific to the thesis. A committee proposal should be made upon the submission of the thesis.

- At least 2 of the committee members should not be employed by NTNU.

- The committee should have at least one non-Norwegian member, preferably from a recognized university abroad, who has experience in supervising PhD candidates and evaluating theses from his/her own country. 

- Both genders should be represented in the committee as far as this is possible 

- The committee members should hold a PhD or have similar qualifications within the relevant field.

- The faculty appoints a committee administrator and opponents proposed by the department. The administrator will normally be the appointed NTNU member.

- Appointed supervisors are not allowed to administer the committee work. 

- It will normally take no more than four weeks from the thesis is submitted to the candidate is notified about the composition of the committee. 

- The PhD candidate can submit a written comment about the composition of the committee within 1 week. If the candidate has no such comment to make, the faculty should be notified as soon as possible. 

- The deadline for the committee to decide whether the PhD degree is worthy of public defence is at least 5 weeks before the public defence.

Practical preparation
These are the responsibility of the department and the administrator.

- The time of the trial lecture and public defence should be agreed at an early date with the committee. 

- The location of the public defence (Total Room or the Council Chamber in the Main Administration Building), hotel for travelling participants and similar matters are reserved at the same time.

Printing the thesis 
- Both English and Norwegian templates for doctoral theses are available and are expected to be used. The template makes sure the theses get a standardized cover and title sheet and highlights NTNU as an entity. 

- The common template contains an own ISSN serial number with the serial title Doctoral thesis at NTNU or possibly Doktoravhandling ved NTNU, followed by sequential numbering for that calendar year.

- The thesis should also have an ISBN number. In order to get this the candidate must log himsef/herself in to get the ISBN number and serial number (http://www.ub.ntnu.no:8080/isbn/) and then follow the links. If the candidate has no user name registered in the NTNU computer network he/she can contact: dravh@ub.ntnu.no. The relevant print shops, Tapir Uttrykk and NTNU-trykk, have the template and will ensure that the thesis has the correct format.

