SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

In Malta
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

According to the Bologna Declaration, higher education in Malta is three-tier, with the respective educational degrees being "Bachelor", "Master" and "Doctor". The doctoral degree (PhD) is both educational and scientific.

SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

Students can specialise in areas in which lecturer expertise exists in the Computing departments. There are three departments in which the students may enrol: the department of Computer Science & AI  (Faculty of Science), the department of Computer Systems Engineering (Faculty of Engineering), and the department of Information Systems (Faculty of Science). Given the small size of the departments in terms of full-time staff, no formal research groups exist, so specialisation areas depend solely on the lecturers’ expertise and interests.

ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

The University of Malta (the only Doctoral degree awarding body in Malta) accepts applications for PhD degrees from students who possess a Master’s degree or qualifications of comparable standard as recognised by the Senate of the University. 

Upon application, the student decides whether the PhD degree will be followed on a full-time or part-time basis, and must submit:

a. the proposed title of the thesis

b. a detailed research proposal (normally of approximately 1000 words)

c. the name of a member of staff of the University of Malta who has accepted to act as supervisor (in special cases, the name of a member of staff of another university may also act as supervisor, or co-supervisor)

d. a recommendation from the head of the department or the division coordinator that the topic of research is acceptable.

The applications for PhD studies are accepted by the university Senate, upon the recommendation of the Faculty Board and that of the University Ph.D. Committee. There are no state grant provisions for doctoral students, but departments and faculties open calls for research/doctoral students supported by student traineeships financed from project funds. 

Within the scientific organization, doctoral student positions are allotted among its branches according to the status of their academic staff potential, the prospects of their scientific areas, etc.
Qualified lecturers from all faculties may suggest theses for doctoral dissertations in the respective scientific specialities. 

TRAINING:
The PhD studies start with working up an individual plan of the PhD student, presented by his/her tutor, discussed at a department meeting and approved by the University Senate.
During the first year of study, doctoral students are expected to refine their PhD proposal, learning about related areas, possibly by attending classes in related disciplines. As a general rule, during this year the students are expected to make an analytical survey of existing solutions of the problem they are addressing and to formulate the aims and objectives of their dissertation. 
As a rule, doctoral students take part in the educational process carried out by the department where they study; they assist in workshops in courses directly related to their scientific speciality, lead course and diploma projects on topics related to their scientific area, etc. Depending on the department, doctoral students may be required to report their main achievements before a scientific seminar. 
Full time PhD studies may take from three to five years, while part time studies may take four to eight years, which includes one year as a full time student. Under exceptional circumstances, students may be given permission to submit after two years of full time study.

DEFENCE:
Theses for a PhD are examined by a Board of Examiners appointed for the purpose by Senate on the recommendation of the Faculty Board. The Board of Examiners consists of at least three examiners including a Chairperson, an external examiner and another member. The supervisor is precluded from being an examiner but is invited to attend as an observer during the oral examination. Students are required to defend their thesis orally before the Board of Examiners. The Board of Examiners submits a final report to Senate stating whether the student should be admitted to the degree.

After examining the thesis, the Board of Examiners may refer it back to the student for revision prior to his/her defending the thesis orally. The student will then have to re-apply to the Board for permission to submit the revised thesis for examination. The Board shall be guided in its decision by the recommendations of the Board of Examiners but in all cases the revised thesis shall be submitted for examination within six months of the original thesis being referred back to the student. Such permission shall be granted once only.

A student who fails to satisfy the Board of Examiners in the oral examination may, at the discretion of the Board of Examiners and with the permission of the Board, be re-examined orally within a period of six months. Such permission shall be granted once only.

If a student for the Ph.D. degree does not satisfy the Board of Examiners that his/her thesis has reached the standard required for the award of a Ph.D. degree, the Board of Examiners may recommend the Senate that the student is awarded an M.Phil. degree.

