SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in Italy
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

Higher Education in Italy is based on a three-level system: the first-level degree is a three-year undergraduate program called Laurea and equivalent to a Bachelor, the second-level degree is a two-year graduate program called Laurea Specialistica and equivalent to a Master while the third-level degree is a three-year post-graduate program called Dottorato di Ricerca and equivalent to a PhD. 
SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

The italian Ministry of Education, Universities and Research has delegated the PhD bureaucracy and control to individual universities. Considering that each University establishes its own doctoral programs there is not a specific classification of scientific specialities in computing. 
ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:
Admission to PhD program is competitive. Before the beginning of each academic year in autumn universities advertise the available positions, at least half of which must be covered by a grant. Candidates are given a written and oral test on the subject of the PhD. Officially, the undergraduate specialisation does not matter: e.g., coming from physics it is possible to do a PhD in mathematics or chemistry, as well as in less related areas like economics, provided the test is passed. The official language of the test is Italian, and its written part is usually an essay, but can consist as well of exercises or multiple choice questions. The grants go to the top ranking EU citizens and are increased by 50% for periods spent abroad, which can last up to half the duration of the PhD. The vast majority of grants are funded by the Ministry of Education, Universities and Research; other grants come from the same University while the rest come from public research institutions like the National Research Council (CNR), the National Energy and Environment Administration (ENEA), the National Institute for Nuclear Physics (INFN), the National Institute for the Physics of Matter (INFM), and, especially for technical subjects like engineering, private companies. 

TRAINING:

PhD supervision is based on a traditional one-to-one relationship between the student and a supervisor, either a Professor or a senior researcher. All the managing activity of a doctoral program is in charge of a Council of 10-12 Professors elected by the Department Faculty Staff, but usually most of the work burden is carried by the Coordinator. The availability of formal graduate courses and seminars varies a lot among individual Departments and Universities. 
At the end of each year, the council of professors examines the work in progress and decides about the admission to the next year.

DEFENCE:

The thesis must be defended in front of a final examination board that includes external members. Exceptionally, one further year without funding can be added if the work was not completed in time or if it was not defended successfully. The final exam cannot be repeated more than once. The PhD thesis can be written in a foreign language. One copy of the thesis is held by the university, and one each by the National Libraries of Rome and Florence. 

