SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in University of Turku, Finland
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:
Licentiate in Philosophy
Licentiate in Science (Technology)
Doctor of Philosophy
Doctor of Science (Technology)
SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:
Computer Science
Information Systems

Microelectronics

Communication Engineering
Mathematics
ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:
Students who do not hold their first degree from the University of Turku Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences must first be admitted by the Faculty.
The postgraduate degrees in Natural Sciences and Mathematics are the Licentiate and Doctor. The Licentiate is a subdoctoral degree, and is intended to be primarily vocational in orientation. Most postgraduate students are expected to proceed directly from the Master's degree to the doctorate. 
In exceptional cases, students may be allowed to register as research students after completing the first degree (BSc), on condition that they will complete the Advanced Studies level in their major (i.e., Master's level coursework). This procedure may be followed where a student has displayed outstanding research ability in project work, and/or is leaving to study abroad temporarily. 

Graduates holding their degrees from the University of Turku are admitted as research students by the Department concerned, on the recommendation of the relevant professor. The Department then appoints for each student a research director and research supervisor for the dissertation, and the student submits for approval by the Department an individual plan of postgraduate study, drawn up in accordance with the relevant disciplinary Regulations (see below). This plan of study must then be registered with the Faculty. The disciplinary Regulations for the plan of postgraduate study are available in Finnish or English from the appropriate Department offices. 

Applicants should follow the following procedure: 

1. The applicant should consult the relevant professor, in order to draw up a plan for postgraduate study. 
2. This study plan must be submitted to the Faculty for approval, and admission to the Faculty. The plan must be accompanied by originals of the applicant's degree certificates and any other relevant documentation. 
3. Once the student has been admitted to the Faculty, the study plan is then forwarded to the relevant Department for final approval. 

NB! Students holding degrees from universities outside Finland are advised to consult the Faculty's International Officer to confirm that they are eligible for admission before approaching the relevant Department or professor. 

Like all the Finnish universities, the University of Turku charges no tuition fees. Neither, on the other hand, can it offer financial assistance or job opportunities to students (except in individual cases and even then only towards the end of their research). All students, Finnish and international, are expected to finance their living costs by themselves.

Some information on scholarships offered for foreign students studying in Finland, and on studying in Finland more generally, is provided by the national Centre for International Mobility, CIMO. The Turku Centre for Computer Science (TUCS), which is a research centre in Computer Science for the three universities in Turku, Finland, also awards some scholarships for talented Ph.D. students in the field of Computer Science and of Information Systems. 

TRAINING:

TUCS Graduate School offers a framework for studying for the doctoral (Ph.D.) degree in computer science, mathematics, information systems, computer engineering, communication systems, and microelectronics. The study time for gaining the doctoral degree is expected to be 4 years. 

The Graduate School offers supervision of students within existing research projects. Each student is placed in one of TUCS research laboratories, and is assigned a personal supervisor from one of the five departments. The students can attend advanced level courses within the field of information technology offered by the participating departments. The language of instruction of these advanced level courses is English. 

The Graduate School is open for students from everywhere. Presently about 35 per cent of the students come from abroad, which means that the environment at TUCS Graduate School is highly international. 

The curriculum for the doctorate follows the Finnish standard requirements: 

· Coursework requirements: 40 credits in the student's field of research and in minor subjects. One credit corresponds to a theoretical amount of 40 hours of work (lectures, seminars, preparation for exams, writing papers etc.). A course (normally including lectures, assignments and an exam) give one to five credits depending on the length of the course and the amount of work. 

· Doctoral dissertation, to be approved by the Faculty Council following its publication and public defence.

The doctoral degree is awarded by the Faculty, which has admitted the student for doctoral studies.

DEFENCE:
Doctoral dissertation, to be approved by the Faculty Council following its publication and public defence.

The doctoral dissertation may consist of a single monograph, or of a series of scientific publications accompanied by an analytical overview setting out the aims, methods, and findings of the research. These publications may include joint publications, on condition that it is clear that the author has made a significant and independent scientific contribution to the research. The student's research supervisor is responsible for investigating to establish that the student's own contribution fulfils the criterion of adequacy and that the manuscript submitted to the Faculty meets the formal requirements for a doctoral dissertation.
 The aim is that it should be possible to complete the Doctorate degree in approximately four years of full-time study at post-Master's level. The student's research supervisor is responsible for ensuring that the scale and scope of the research project is commensurate with this aim.

