SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in Estonia
EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

Estonia has joined the Bologna and Sorbonne conventions establishing a European Higher Education Area, joined the Lisbon Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications Concerning Higher Education in the European Region and adopted the Recognition of Foreign Professional  Qualifications Act, which ensure equal participation opportunities for studies and employment in Europe. Tallinn University of Technology (TUT) and University of Tartu (UT) are accredited by the National Agency of accreditation and is authorized to teach students in the three levels of education – Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral students. Doctoral degree awarded to an individual upon completion of the full curriculum in the corresponding stage and defence of the doctoral (PhD) thesis, proved by the respective document of qualification.

SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

Doctoral study programmes at the Faculty of Information Technology of TUT:

	Doctor
	IAQD02
	Information and Communication Technology
	160 AP
	4 years


Doctoral study programmes at the Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science of UT:

	Doctor
	8464110
	Computer Science
	160 AP
	4 years


The capacity of subjects is expressed in credit points, in compliance with the Standard of Higher Education. One credit point (AP) coincide with 1.5 credit points of the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS).

ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

To be admitted as a doctoral student, an applicant must have received a Master’s Degree or its equivalent. The applicant must submit the following documents:

· Application,

· Curriculum Vitae, incl. academic records, research and development activity records,

· Document certifying the educational level of the applicant, with academic certificate attached (original and copy),

· Letter of recommendation from the expected scientific supervisor (professor),

· Draft of the contents of doctoral thesis,

· Identity certificate (passport).

Admission Committee makes the decision regarding the admission of an applicant on the basis of ranking lists compiled by subcommittees at the faculties. Academic records of an applicant, similarity of completed study programmes to the chosen programme of doctoral studies and the results of entrance interview constitute the basis for ranking list compilation. Admission to doctoral studies is approved by the Rector’s Decree stating the supervisor and nominal study period for each doctoral student admitted.

TRAINING:

Doctoral student compiles his/her year-by-year plan of academic activities together with the supervisor. The first-year student is required to submit the detailed plan only for the first academic year and draft plan for the following years. The missing details have to be added to the draft at the beginning of each academic year.
Plan of academic activities of a doctoral student consists of the three parts:
A. Schedule of doctoral studies,

B. Topic of the doctoral thesis; research schedule,

C. Blank pages (for the results of evaluation)
Part A indicates the schedule of doctoral studies by academic years. Particular terms to pass certain courses can be specified in more detail later by submitting a study plan to the Dean’s Office. It is recommended to pass the courses during the two first years of studies.

Part B indicates the topic of doctoral thesis and schedule of thesis-related research activities. Activities during the first year must be specified in detail; activities during the following years can be described briefly, in this case the detailed description of research plan for the next year must be added to the plan at the beginning of each academic year. Not specified in the draft plan scientific publications, conference talks etc. can also be registered here. No research-related activities have to be declared if the capacity of studies specified in part A exceeds 40 credits for the current academic year planned.

A new part B is issued and attached to the plan in case the topic of the thesis has to be changed substantially during the studies, or in case of supervisor change.
Part C includes the records of regular academic evaluation of the doctoral student. The students are evaluated once in an academic year at a date indicated in academic calendar. Fulfilment of the plan of academic activities during the last academic year as a whole – academic achievement as well as the results of thesis-related research – is evaluated by joint grade. A six-level grading system adopted by TUT and TU is used. Weighed average grade is computed assuming the nominal study load of a student. Grades from ‘1’ to ‘5’ mean positive evaluation, grade ‘0’ – evaluation with negative result. Positive evaluation is a requirement to be awarded budget-financed scholarship.
Examination is the main method of knowledge assessment. All theoretical courses have to be completed with an examination. As a rule, a student has to pass an examination during the examination session immediately following the completion of auditory studies on a given course. The student is eligible to pass the examination during the two terms following the term when the course was lectured. The student has right to attempt to pass the examination at least four times during this period.

DEFENCE:

Defence of a doctoral thesis is arranged according to the regulations on awarding the academic degrees of the respective university. Doctoral student (applicant for the academic degree) submits the standard-form application to the Dean’s Office to initiate the procedures associated with defence. Application signed by the supervisor certifies that compilation of the thesis is finished and that it meets all requirements for doctoral thesis. The Dean or an authorized person by him/her signs the application when also all requirements of the respective doctoral study programme are fulfilled. Then, an applicant submits the following documents to the Dean of the Faculty:
· Standard-form application to be admitted for the defence,

· Doctoral thesis,

· CV with the list of scientific publications attached,

· Approved copies of documents certifying the educational level of an applicant,

· Publications or their copies, related to the thesis.

The Dean or Faculty Council makes one of the following decisions not later than one month after the submission of documents:

1. Approves the doctoral thesis,

2. Rejects the thesis not meeting the requirements,

3. Requests the revision or introduction of amendments to the thesis.

The Dean can forward the thesis for evaluation purposes to a committee with members from the Faculty Council in order to make a motivated decision.

The publishing house publishes doctoral thesis approved for the defence procedure. Publishing and distribution of the thesis is regulated by respective instructions.

The Dean or Faculty Council appoints a doctoral thesis defence committee with at least five (in TU six) members. Academic degrees of the members must be at least equal to the degree to be awarded (in TUT, at least three members must hold professorial positions and at least two members must be outside TUT, one of them also from abroad). Opponents of the thesis can be members of the defence committee, but not the academic supervisor. At least two opponents have to be appointed, one of them from abroad.

The following documents have to be submitted to the defence committee:

· Standard-form application to be admitted for the defence,

· Doctoral thesis,

· CV with the list of scientific publications attached,

· Approved copies of documents certifying the educational level of an applicant,

· Publications or their copies, related to the thesis,

· Academic record signed by the Secretary of the Dean’s Office,

· The reviews by the opponents,

· Opinion of the supervisor about the applicant and the thesis.

Date and place of public defence of doctoral thesis is announced at the announce board of the University at least 10 days (in TUT) or 30 days (in TU) before the defence.
Main phases of the public defence:

1. Introduction of documents submitted to the defence committee,

2. Oral presentation by the applicant,

3. Academic discussion between the applicant and the opponents,

4. Open discussion (all participants at the defence can ask questions and express their opinion),

5. Decision-making.

The decision whether to award the PhD. Degree is made by secret voting at the closed session of the defence committee. A standard-form protocol of the defence procedure is filled by the defence committee and submitted for approval to the Faculty Council. The approved protocol is forwarded to the Dean’s Office. The results of the defence can be disputed even upon approval by the Faculty Council if the thesis turns out to be a plagiarism. A plaint to the Rector must be submitted in order to initiate the revision of the approval. The Rector nominates a committee in order to examine the plaint. The committee prepares the proposal to the Rector during one month after the arrival of the plaint. The Rector makes the final decision based upon the proposal by the committee.

