SYSTEM

of Teaching PhD Students

in Denmark

EDUCATIONAL DEGREES:

According to the Bologna Declaration, higher education in Denmark is three-tier, with the respective educational degrees being "Bachelor", "Master" and "Doctor". The doctoral degree (PhD) is both educational and scientific.

SCIENTIFIC SPECIALITIES:

There is no formal classification of scientific specialities for PhD studies within Computing, but each university provides its own range of topics within which supervision is offered.
ADMISSION OF DOCTORAL STUDENTS:

PhD degrees are offered by universities (only) in Denmark. Doctoral students are admitted by the University Faculties. At present 7 universities offer PhD degrees within Computing. 

Following the Bologna Declaration, the formal time allocated for a PhD study is three years. However, some universities have successfully implemented a system in which students can be admitted after four years of full time study for a four year PhD study, thus bypassing the normal MSc dissertation work. This system is gaining popularity in Denmark.

The PhD grants are provided by a range of sources: university funding, research councils and other public research funding agencies, private foundations, and industry. There is a clear tendency towards more industrial financing of PhD studies 

All PhD grants are opened for applications – most of them internationally. Most of them are unspecified (that is opened within say Computing), but some may be specialised to more specific topics.

TRAINING:

The PhD studies start with working up an individual plan of the PhD student, written by the student and his/her supervisor, and approved by the Faculty Council.

Besides writing a dissertation, the Danish PhD regulations specify certain additional requirements for a PhD study. First of all, the students must attend and pass a certain number of PhD courses (around 30 ECTS). Secondly, the student must document mobility during his/her studies, that is part of the PhD studies must take place at an institution different from the one, where he/she is admitted. And finally, the student must document dissemination activities as part of his/her studies e.g. teaching, recruiting, scientific popularising  activities, etc.

Doctoral students report their main achievements regularly, and the reports are formally approved by the Faculty Council .

DEFENCE:

The dissertation is submitted and approved for defence by the Faculty Council, which appoints an evaluation committee consisting of three researchers – typically one from the hosting university, and two external members. The supervisor is by default consulting the committee, but is not a member.

The committee writes a report to the Faculty Council, concluding whether the dissertation is of sufficient quality for a PhD degree. If so, the faculty calls for an open defence, where the evaluation committee is present. If also the defence is concluded successfully (again judged by the evaluation committee), the PhD degree is awarded. In case the evaluation committee does not find the dissertation or the defence to be of sufficient quality, various options are open: procedures for rewriting parts of the dissertation or rejection. 
