MINUTES

and

MAIN RESULTS

of the

MEETING
held on 22-23 March 2002 at the University of Rousse
In this first Meeting 45 representatives of 34 institutions took part, who were partners within the project, from 21 European Countries, including Germany, Greece, France, Ireland, Portugal, Finland, UK, Island, Liechtenstein, Norway, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, Slovak Republic (See Annex 1). Most of the representatives of the rest 11 countries could not participate because of urgent commitments, but they were familiarized with the discussed materials in advance and could express their opinion virtually, by using the project WEB site.
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The meeting was opened by the Rector of the University of Rousse Prof. DSc Boris Tomov, who welcomed the participants and handed a Certificate for a Honourable member of the University of Rousse to Mr. Stanley Oldfield – Contractor of TEMPUS S_JEP-11392 “Restructuring Degree Courses in Computing”. This project was coordinated by the Department of Computing at the University of Rousse and can be considered a predecessor and originator of the Thematic Network 213871-CP-1-2001-1-BG-ERASMUS-TN EUROPEAN  COMPUTING  EDUCATION  AND  TRAINING.
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After the formal part has finished all participants introduced briefly themselves and their departments and institutions they represent. 
Prof. Dr. Michael O hEigeartaigh informed the participants in the meeting about organization and work of the Thematic Network “TN for University / Industry Co-operation in Europe in the Field of Computing” and gave out to everyone materials with detailed information about this network.

The following were discussed and adopted:

· Work plan for 2001/2002;

· The report of the work accomplished up till now;

· List of activities by the end of the first year, namely:

· Establishing of a VIRTUAL EUROPEAN DEPARTMENT of COMPUTING (VEDoC);
· Development of a virtual library concept; 
· Development of a concept for a virtual centre for preparing teaching materials; 
· Development of a comparable  professional standards; 
· Development of a comparable  curricula and syllabi for the Bachelor’s degree; 
· Organizing a conference CompSysTech’2002;
· Attracting 30 new members of the TN. 
The application for project renewal in 2002/2003 was discussed and adopted.
The tasks of the Management Group, Advisory Team, Expert Groups and Evaluation Boards were discussed and adopted. The members of those groups were approved and groups leader were elected (See Annex 2), namely:

· Management Group – Assoc. Prof. Angel Smrikarov, BG, University of Rousse

· Advisory Team – Prof. Markku Nurminen, Finland, University of Turku

· Expert Group “Foundation of Computer Science” – Assoc. Prof. Hugo Oskar, BG, Technical University of Sofia

· Expert Group “Computer Architecture” – Assoc. Prof. Alexander Sudnitson, Estonia, Tallinn Technical University
· Expert Group “Computer Communications & Networks” – Prof. Virginio Cantoni, Italy, University of Pavia

· Expert Group “Algorithms, Programming & Software Engineering” – Prof. Mehdy Jazayeri, Austria, Technical University of Vienna

· Expert Group “Data Processing, Data Bases, Information Systems & Human Computer Interaction” – Prof. Josef Tvrdik, CZ, University of Ostrava
· Expert Group “Artificial & Computational Intelligence ” – Prof. Kesheng Wang, Norway, Norwegian University of Science and Technologies
· Expert Group “Project Work & Industrial Placement” - Sylvia Alexander, UK, University of Ulster
· Expert Group “Visualisation & Multimedia” - Martin Sperka, Slovak Republic, Slovak University of Technology
· Evaluation Board – Deborah Trayhurn, UK, Leeds Metropolitan University

A technology for way of functioning of the Advisory Team and Expert Groups (see Annex 3) was proposed.  
Project budget and the scheme for distribution and accounting of funds was adopted as well as project financial rules.
The content of the Partner Agreement with its Annexes, which has to be signed between the Project Contractor Assoc. Prof. Angel Smrikarov and each one of the partners represented by the corresponding contact person, was explained. The Partner Agreement with its Annexes can be found on the project WEB site under Rules. It has to be signed, stamped and returned back to the Contractor by 15/04/2002. Complying with the articles of the Partner Agreement is unconditional and necessary for both sides. 

The following was discussed:

· A concept for a VIRTUAL EUROPEAN DEPARTMENT of COMPUTING (see Annex 4);
· A concept for a Department Library (see Annex 5);
· A concept for a Centre for developing teaching materials;

· A concept for the content of WEB based courses (see http://ecet.ecs.ru.acad.bg/else or Annex 6).
It was decided that the next Management Group Meeting will be in the period 19-21 June 2002 in Sofia during the CompSysTech’2002 conference. The Management Group recommends insistently to all departments and partner organisations to take part in the meeting.

